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W
HEN David Broza’s
new album, Tefila
(Broza Records) is
released next
week, he will again

thank his mother for his
musical prowess. 

Sharona Broza was one of
Israel’s most popular folk singers
in the 1940s and 50, recording her
first album at London’s Abbey
Road Studios. 

“Someone decided my mum
would be a star,” David told me. 

“She enjoyed great success in
England and toured hugely in the
late 40s and early 50s, but as we
grew up, she decided she would
rather give up the music scene
and dedicate herself to her
children.”

And David has taken up the
mantle, going on to release more
than 40 albums, many of which
are multi-platinum.

Nevertheless, it was not a
career path he ever expected to
follow. 

“It was never my intention, and
not part of my vision or dream to
be a singer,” he said. 

“I was an artist, a painter, and
interested in all kinds of things,
but music was the last thing on
my mind. 

“I didn’t participate in school
plays and in fact, one might say I
had stage fright because I felt
very reluctant whenever I saw my
mother on stage. 

“But things changed when I
started in the army and I have
now been performing for more
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Tull will never boycott
� JETHRO Tull lead singer
Ian Anderson would never
boycott Israel.

The Scottish musician, who
will bring his band to Haifa’s
Congress Hall on Monday and
Tel Aviv’s Cultural Centre on
Wednesday, told the Jerusalem
Post: “I have a long history of
performing in Israel and it’s
something I always look
forward to. 

“For a small country, it’s
immensely complex in terms of
its social makeup and what it
represents to the world
historically and politically. 

“It makes Britain look rather
pedantic and boring,

“In some areas, your country
is not very different than mine,
in as much as there are lots of
opinions, cultures, political
modes and when religion steps
in to be a dominant force,
things can get a little bent out
of shape.”

Anderson, 74, has always
ignored pressure from the
antisemitic BDS movement to
boycott Israel and has made
contributions to organisations
that he feels are contributing
to coexistence endeavours in
the the Jewish State, such as
Hand in Hand, Peace Child
Israel and Neveh Shalom —
Wahat al–Salam.

“Far be it from me to play
Robin Hood, but like
everybody, once in a while it
feels good to give something
back and I’m fortunate to have
made a good living being a
musician for 53 years,”
Anderson said.

Tehran close to return
� TEHRAN, the series about
Mossad agent Tamar Rabinyan
(Niv Sultan), who goes
undercover in Iran to disable
the nuclear programme,
returns to Apple TV+ on May 6,
the day after it is screened in
Israel.

The series won the
International Emmy for best
drama Series last year.

The second season sees Glenn
Close join the cast. In the
trailer, she tells Sultan in an
English accent: “Now that we
are working together, my life
depends on the decisions you
make.” 

The series was written by
Moshe Zonder, who wrote the
first season of Fauda, and Omri
Shenhar, who wrote the series
Magpie. It was directed by
Daniel Syrkin, who worked on
Mossad 101.

Lesson top of the class
� THE Israeli series, The
Lesson (previously known as
Zero Hour) won the top prize for
best drama series at the
prestigious Canneseries
Competition in France.

Its star, Maya Landsmann,
won the best actress award.

The Lesson looks at a
conflict between a troubled
teacher, Amir (Doron Ben-
David), and Lian (Landsmann),
a rebellious student, over
issues of racism.

Landsmann has drawn praise
for her gutsy, no-holds barred
performance. Other cast
members include Dvir
Benedek, Irit Kaplan, Ronit
Apel and Alma Zack.

DIGEST

‘It makes me very 
proud to think of my

family and the impact
we may have had’

BY NATHAN JACOBS 

than 40 years.” 
David was born in Haifa in 1955,

to Sharona and Arthur Broza. 
His father, a businessman, was

born in London, but the family
emigrated to then-Palestine in
the 1930s while his mother was
born in Israel. 

The family, including sister,
Talia, moved to Tel Aviv when
David was four, before relocating
to Madrid eight years later. 

David — who is often referred
to as the Israeli Bruce
Springsteen — then spent a year
in England, attending Carmel
College, before returning to
Israel for army service. 

And it was during his time in
the army that David’s musical
career started to take shape,
transferring to the
entertainment unit following a
brief stint in the army’s general
corps.

After completing his army
service, he was offered a job in a
show with poet and journalist,
Yonatan Geffen, the nephew of
Moshe Dayan. 

Social justice and peace
advocacy were embedded in their
work.

Together they wrote and
recorded the hit song Yihye Tov,
which to this day remains an
Israeli peace anthem, becoming
emblematic in the late 1970s when
peace accords between Israel and
Egypt were being drawn up. 

In 2013, Broza began work on a
new project — bringing together

Israeli and Palestinian musicians
to work side by side.

The result was East Jerusalem
West Jerusalem, a collection of 13
songs that blend cultures,
languages and styles into a
powerful statement about
collaboration and features a duet
with rapper Wyclef Jean.

“I took part with Peace Now,
one of the first peace movements
in Israel in the 70s, joining in at
protests as part of the peace
process,” he said. 

“Yihye Tov ended up becoming
the anthem of the time and is
still one of those tunes that I
simply must play in every show.

“I took a great deal of

David’s new album, Tefila —
produced in co-operation with
New York City’s Temple Emanu-
El — modernises Shabbat service
songs, blending time-honoured
traditional prayer lyrics with
new musical compositions.

It encompasses several genres
from pop and jazz, to gospel, folk
and classical, featuring 22
musicians — including string and
horn sections.

Despite a secular background,
David maintained the
authenticity of the prayers’
writing, but adapted the music
for young professionals. 

And backed by the freedom the
Covid lockdown afforded, the 66-
year-old has created an album he
is really proud of. 

“During lockdown, I was sitting
idly, without disturbances, and
for the first time my mind was
clear and it all came together
really naturally,” he explained. 

“My wife would come in after I
had finished a piece and say ‘wow,
that was gorgeous’ and she is not
religious either. 

“We maintain a Jewish identity
within the house and Shabbat
dinners and festivals are
important from a traditional
point of view, but I never treated
this album as a religious project. 

“I have been recording for more
than 40 years and it is the first
time I have dealt with liturgical
music. 

“I treated the written word as
sacred and I could genuinely feel
the rhythmic power in each word
I sang. 

“There was a subconscious
freedom that allowed me to
create it and I believe the album
sounds homogenous and
sophisticated in its simplicity.”

David is also the founder of the
non-profit One Million Guitars,
which gives underprivileged
schoolchildren around the world
hand-crafted guitars and the
foundation of a musical
education. 

� Davidbroza.net

inspiration and learned a lot from
Spanish street musicians during
the Franco era who voiced their
opinion through music and song.

“And my grandfather was also a
big influence on peace matters, so
it makes me very proud to think
of my family and the impact we
may have had.”

His Cambridge-raised
grandfather, Wellesley Aron, was
a founder of Zionist youth
movement Habonim Dror and co-
founder of the Arab-Israeli peace
village, Neve Shalom.

LEGENDARY composer John
Williams revisits music from
Schindler’s List and Munich on
his forthcoming album, A
Gathering of Friends.

The album, which sees him
reunited with Yo-Yo Ma and the
New York Philharmonic, is
released by Sony Classical on May
20.

Williams created new
arrangements for Ma of three

selections from his Oscar-winning
score for Schindler’s List.

The album ends with a duo
arrangement for Ma and guitarist
Pablo Sáinz-Villegas of Prayer
for Peace from the Munich, about
Israel hunting down the
perpetrators of the 1972 Olympic
Games massacre.  

A Gathering of Friends is a
celebration of Williams’
partnership with Steven
Spielberg as it also includes music
from the Jewish director’s
Lincoln.

� Watch Yo-Yo Ma perform the theme to
Schindler’s List at tinyurl.com/WilliamsMa
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